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Hello Friends,
The last time we wrote was to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New year
and now it is already time to wish you all a very blessed Easter season. The last
3 months have flown by and it is time to update you on some of the things that we
have been up to this year.
Family first…..

We are all doing well! This week Jessica turned 14 years old and will
get baptized on Easter Sunday. Keziah will turn 12 this month and was
baptized last month. Noah is now 10 and growing fast and almost
catching up to the height of his older sisters. Whilst, Claudia and I are
at an age where we can keep it secret, you can see from the photo
below, Claudia still manages to look as youthful as ever which I
wish could also be said of me ;-)

Difficult start to the year….
At the start of February a drug war broke out in the slum and one of our
missionaries who lives in the community was stuck in the middle of it. All night she
could hear shots being fired, people screaming, houses being broken into and
destroyed and even the laser’s of the high tech guns they had, shining through her

windows. As she is one of our missionaries, they said they wouldn’t touch her and
she could go back to sleep, but that is easier said then done when people are being
killed around you. However early the next day she left as the house she lived in had
connections to the other side of the drug war. We are thankful that in all these
years none of our missionaries or volunteers have been harmed, but in times like
this we are always reminded of just how close and dependent we have to be to
God, as we fully rely on Him for all things.
Things have now calmed down, which is good, and even last Friday I had the
privilege to baptize one of the guys who used to be involved in these drug gangs.
(See picture below)

Traveling more…..
This year has already been a year of lots of travel. We did another 2000km
missions trip in our car as a family and I also did several other trips on my own to
visit other bases. This week (8th-16th of April) I will be in Nashville, TN again for a
week with some of our key base leaders from around the world and then at the end
of the month in Brazil (26-30th of April) we will have a 4 day retreat of meetings for
our base leaders from around country. It seems God is opening the doors for us to
be more involved in what he wants to do nationally and internationally, rather than
just locally in Fortaleza and we would ask your prayers for wisdom and guidance on
the next steps he would have us take.
I also managed to find a half price ticket to visit my parents in the UK for a week.
Sorry to my friends in the UK that I kept it rather secret but I wanted to make sure
that for the short time I was there I would be able to fully focus my time with my
parents. Almost 2 years ago we wrote asking for urgent prayer, as the doctors said
they were going to send my dad home from hospital with palliative care as there
was nothing more they could do for him. Well, he is still alive and kicking and we
took him out in the car a couple of times and got him walking some steps with
assistance in the house. His mind is mostly good, but occasionally gets
hallucinations. Please do continue to pray for him and my amazing mum who is 82,
but has more energy than me and does a wonderful job looking after him. It is hard
being so far away during these times.

And Finally…..
We have started our 8th mission school here in Fortaleza. Our plan of buying a
property unfortunately didn’t work out and so this school is running in our
missions base in the city centre. Because of that we have a smaller number of
students, but at the same time I believe this new experience will prepare them
even better for the missions field. By living on the base, they are living close
to the red light zone and slums we work in and so the school will be able to be
even more hands on. It will be more akin to the way Jesus actually prepared his
disciples. Our little 'phrase' for the school is 'Learn it and live it, and as you
live it, learn it.’ We don’t want the students just to grow in knowledge of the

Word, but to grow in obedience to the Word so they can apply and live out what
they learn and as they live it, this is the best way to re enforce their learning of it.
Confucius said: "I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I
understand", so being immersed in the mission field, doing it in practice and not
just hearing about it in classrooms will make them better prepared for the
missions field.

Thank you once again so much for your help and partnership through giving and
praying!! We can never thank you enough and only God knows how much we
appreciate it as we are fully aware that we can only maintain ourselves as a family
here on the field because of your generosity and prayers.
So Thank you and may God bless you richly !

HAPPY EASTER

Much Love,
Andtrew, Claudia, Jessica, Keziah and Noah

